Sunday 17th December 2017 – The Third Sunday of Advent
WELCOME TO THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ST NICHOLAS GODSTONE,
ST STEPHEN SOUTH GODSTONE AND ST JOHN BLINDLEY HEATH
Rector: Revd Peter O’Connell 01883 741945 rector@godstone.net
Assistant Priest: Revd Evelyn Randall 07590 099326 evelynrandall@uwclub.net
Church Wardens: St Nicholas: Louise Case 01883 740182, St Stephen: Jane Moss 01342 892502,

A warm welcome to all who are with us today, especially to those joining us for the first time.
Children’s Church is available. Please stay for refreshment after the service to meet with us.
Services for Sunday 17th December 2017
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

St Nicholas HC, BCP
St Stephens HC, CW
St John’s – Family Communion CW
St Nicholas HC, CW
St Nicholas – Nine Lessons & Carol Service

Readings:

Thessalonians 5.16-24, John 1.6-8, 19-28

10.00 am

Communion on Wednesday 20th December
St Nicholas Church HC, BCP

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


Tuesday 19th December – Funeral of Joy Bray at
Surrey & Sussex Crematorium – 1pm.



Thursday 21st December – Carols in the Warm will
take place at St Stephens Church – 7 pm.
All are
welcome. Come and have a sing and more! Mulled
wine and mince pies in the interval. Money raised
to Save the Children.





Friday 22nd December – Film Evening at St
Stephens for children. ‘Arthur Christmas’ with hot
dog refreshments – 5.30 p.m.
FOLLOWED by ‘It’s
a Wonderful Life’ with mulled wine and mince pies.
Sunday 24th December – Nativity Service:St Johns – 4pm

St Nicholas – 5 pm

St Stephens – 6 pm.


Monday 25th December – CHRISTMAS DAY
9 am – Holy Communion CW at St Stephen’s
Church.
9.30 am – Family Service at St Nicholas Church



Sunday 31st December – New Year’s Eve
8 am – Holy Communion BCP at St Nicholas Church
10.30 am – United Benefice Service at St Johns
Church



Saturday 6th January – Café Connect at St Nicholas
Youth Centre raising money for Dementia First –
10.30 am – 12,30 pm. All welcome!



Saturday 13th January – Build@Church at St
Stephen’s Church – 3 pm.

Services for Sunday 24th December 2017
8.00 am
10.30 am
4 pm
5 pm
6 pm
11.30 pm
11.30 pm
11.30 pm

St Nicholas HC, BCP
St Nicholas HC, CW
St John’s – Nativity
St Nicholas – Nativity
St Stephens – Nativity
St Stephens – Midnight Service
St Johns – Midnight Service
St Nicholas – Midnight Service

Readings:

Romans 16..25-27, Luke 1.26-38

Communion on Wednesday 27th December
10.00 am
St Stephen’s Church HC, BCP

NOTICES
A WALKING BUS will leave from the Horse Pond opposite
the White Hart at 3.45 today for the Nine Lessons Carol
Service and 4.45 pm for the Nativity at St Nicholas Church
on the 24th. It will leave the church approx. ½ hour after
finish. Di Grose will be leading the bus! 742983.
ON 1ST JANUARY Rev Peter will go into the sea at
Saundersfoot in Wales. This moment of madness is not
without purpose – he hopes to raise sponsorship for Kanna,
which is a charity that supports education in Uganda. One of
their projects involves a group of children who were begging on
the streets of Kampala, but are now in education with their fees
paid for by the charity. Peter hopes to raise £200, which would
pay the school fees for 6 children for a month. Sponsorship
forms for this will be available at the back of all 3
churches.
CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS – Still time to order your home
made, boozy and fruity CHRISTMAS PUDDING!. Same
price as last year: 1lb £7.50, 2lb £12.00 3lb £16.50. With
or without nuts, also gluten free made to order. All profits to
the St Nicholas Church – Accessible Toilet Fund. Ring
JENNY BULL on 01883 743359 or sign the list in Church.
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS – If anybody would like to give
donations towards flowers in memory of loved ones to help
decorate the churches, please could they give to Pauline at St
Johns or Carolyn Jones at St Stephens. At St Nicholas
please contact Mary Stuart-Menteth about flowers being
bought to decorate the church during the New Year.

All enquiries concerning Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Home Visits and Home Communion to:
Revd Peter O’Connell (contact details above)
Items for this news sheet to Philippa March email benefice@godstone.net
www.godstoneunitedbenefice.org.uk

St Nicholas Church, Godstone

Readings for Sunday 17th December 2017
COLLECT

‘

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your
messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that
the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by
turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, that at thy second coming to judge the world we
may be found an acceptable people in your sight, for
you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, not the prophet?’ John
answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Along you stands one
whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in
Bathany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

1 THESSALONIANS 5.16-24

POST COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ
comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who
is alive and reigns now and for ever.

Paul is drawing toward the conclusion of his letter.
He has just exhorted the Thessalonian Christians
regarding personal conduct and their relations
within the community. Now he turns to spiritual
matters
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks to all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of the prophets, but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

PRAYER LIST
St Nicholas – Caroline Pope, Tom Battell, Minnie, Archie
Butler, Christian Schumacher. St Stephens - Mona Watkins,
Claire McFetridge, Elaine Childs, Ron Harradine, David Snell,
Jennifer & Gerry Marks, Barry Slade St Johns – Hugh Hunter,
Julie & Jo Charlton, Daphne & Peter Reed, Janice Reed, Claire
Taylor. The Benefice link with Rutendo in Zimbabwe.

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS, THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

JOHN 1.6-8, 19-28
John tells us about the Word, what God says and
accomplishes in creation. Now the Word enters
creation, and a prophet appears to bear witness to
this cosmic event in our midst.

Philip Demonte

Joy Bray

Ruth Bonnell

Valerie Millar

Tony Westall

Caroline Webster

There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are
you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed,
‘I am not the Messiah.’ They asked him, ‘What then?
Are you Elijah? He said, ‘I am not.’ Are you the
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No’. Then they said to him,
‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make
straight the way of the Lord” ‘, as the prophet Isaiah
said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They
asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
If you like to read that week’s readings, or keep up to date with the notices, you can find this news sheet on the benefice
website www.godstoneunitedbenefice.org.uk

